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Welcome, everyone! Let's have a quick chat about something that often gets overlooked but is super important for
our safety—fire doors. These are not just heavy doors that block off certain areas; they're a vital part of our fire
safety strategy. We rely on them to contain fires and keep smoke from spreading. So, keeping them in good
working order is essential for our well-being.

Understanding Fire Doors
Fire doors serve specific purposes:

e Containment: They slow down the spread of fire and smoke.
e Protection: They provide a safe passage for evacuation.
e Compliance: They help us meet safety regulations.

It's crucial to know that fire doors are part of our firefighting arsenal and need to work perfectly to function during
emergencies.

Why Maintenance Matters

Regular maintenance can be the difference between life and death in a fire situation. Think about it—if a door
doesn’t close properly or has visible damage, it won't do its job when it matters most. Regular checks should be on
your radar because:

e Preventing Failures: A well-maintained door prevents unexpected dysfunction.
e Saving Lives: Keeping them operational protects everyone.
e Regulatory Compliance: Meeting OSHA and fire safety codes protects the business from fines.

What to Check During Maintenance

When performing checks on fire doors, make sure to look out for the following:
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Door Condition: Look for cracks, rust, or warping.
Seals: Ensure the seals are intact and not worn out.

Hardware: Check hinges, locks, and closures; they should function smoothly.

Obstructions: Make sure nothing is blocking the door or its path.

Even small issues can lead to significant problems, so make sure these checks are part of your routine.

Practical Scenario

Let's say we have a fire door that is supposed to close automatically but often gets stuck. One day, a fire breaks
out, and that door doesn’t perform its duty. As a team member, you find yourself in a dangerous situation. Regular
maintenance could have prevented that door malfunction. This isn't just theory; it's about ensuring that everyone
can exit safely if something goes wrong.

Reporting Issues
If you notice any issues with fire doors, it's important to speak up. When you see a problem:

e Document: Take note of what's wrong.
¢ Notify: Report it immediately to your supervisor.
e Follow-Up: Make sure the issue gets addressed.

Timely reporting can greatly reduce risks and ensure our environment remains safe.

Do's and Don'ts of Fire Door Safety

Do’s:

e Keep Fire Doors Closed: Always ensure they are closed when not in use; this helps slow the spread of fire.
e Close Doors Gently: Avoid slamming; treat them with respect.
¢ Identify Escape Routes: Know where the fire doors are and how to use them in an emergency.

Don'ts:

e Do Not Block: Never block fire doors with pallets, equipment, or anything else.
e Don’t Disable Functions: Avoid propping doors open.
¢ Do Not Ignore Maintenance Needs: Always report issues and keep records of checks and repairs.

Being mindful of fire door safety contributes to everyone’s safety, making our warehouse a safer place.

Conclusion

In summary, consistent maintenance of fire doors ensures they operate as intended and helps keep everyone safe.
By being aware and proactive, you play a pivotal role in our fire safety strategy. Remember, these doors are more
than just barriers; they are lifesavers. Let's keep our workplace safe and secure by respecting and maintaining
these critical safety features.
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