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We often talk about safety at work—the kinds of things we can do and the steps we can take to keep everyone

secure on-site. One major concern is the risks associated with unprotected sides and edges. These situations can

lead to serious accidents, so it's essential to understand what they are, how they pose a danger, and the actions

we can all take to mitigate these risks.

Understanding Unprotected Sides and Edges

Unprotected sides and edges refer to any area where workers are working at height or near an opening without

adequate barriers or safety measures in place. This can be as simple as an unguarded platform or as dangerous

as an edge that's prone to collapse. Regardless of the specifics, the risk is the same: a fall that can lead to severe

injuries or fatalities.

Statistics Highlighting the Risks

Before diving into how we can address this issue, let’s look at some statistics to put things into perspective. Falls

are among the leading causes of serious work-related injuries and deaths, especially in industries like construction,

where being aware of unprotected sides and edges is crucial. According to OSHA, falls account for approximately

33% of construction-related deaths. This stat speaks volumes about the importance of managing these risks.

Common Scenarios

Consider a few general scenarios on job sites:

Open Floors: When working on a multi-story building, workers may find themselves on upper floors that have

open edges without guardrails.

Scaffolding: Scaffolds that lack proper protection at their edges can also present a significant fall risk.

Roofing Jobs: When performing roof work, falling off the edge can result in severe injuries if no protection is

in place.
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Each of these instances illustrates how easily an accident can occur without the right safety measures.

Preventive Measures

Addressing the hazards related to unprotected sides and edges involves various strategies:

Installation of Guardrails: One of the most effective ways to prevent falls is by installing guardrails at

unprotected edges. These rails create a physical barrier that keeps workers safe.

Personal Fall Arrest Systems (PFAS): Using a PFAS can redirect the force of a fall if it occurs, allowing

workers to remain safe even if they slip.

Education and Training: Regular training sessions can help educate all team members about the specific

dangers of unprotected sides and edges. Ensure that everyone understands safety protocols and the

importance of using protective gear.

Best Practices

To further ensure safety, adopting best practices on-site is key:

Routine Inspections: Regularly inspect work areas to identify any unprotected edges and ensure that safety

measures are adequately in place.

Communication: Encourage open dialogue about safety issues. If anyone notices a hazard, they should feel

comfortable reporting it immediately.

Use of Signs: Place caution signs near unprotected edges to remind workers to be vigilant and to take

necessary precautions.

Recognizing the Environment

Every job site is different, and it’s important to evaluate the unique conditions that could affect safety. Analyzing the

work environment helps in identifying specific risks associated with unprotected sides and edges. You can ask

these questions:

Are there areas that lack any protective barriers?

Is there sufficient training on how to work near edges safely?

Is personal protective equipment (PPE) available and in good condition?

Conclusion

We can help create a safer workplace by being proactive in addressing unprotected sides and edges. Remember,

safety is a shared responsibility. Being aware of surroundings, adhering to safety protocols, and utilizing the right

equipment are all actions we can take to minimize risks. Let's keep the lines of communication open and work

together to make sure everyone returns home safely at the end of the day. Stay alert and stay safe!
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