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Snow removal may not be the first thing on your mind when you think of workplace safety, but every year, the risks
associated with it can lead to serious injuries. With winter bringing snow and ice, having a clear understanding of
snow removal equipment safety can help us all work more efficiently and safely. Let's dive into some key points
that can keep you and your team safe while clearing those driveways, sidewalks, and parking lots.

Understanding the Equipment

Snow removal can involve various types of machinery, each with its own safety considerations. The most common
pieces include:

e Snow Plows: Often attached to trucks, they can push large amounts of snow quickly. Proper operation is
critical to prevent accidents.

e Snow Blowers: These machines throw snow away from the area being cleared. It's essential to keep hands
and other body parts away from the discharge chute.

e Shovels: While they may seem simple, technique and body mechanics during shoveling are often overlooked.

e Salt Spreaders: Used for spreading salt to melt ice, ensuring proper loading and securing is important to
avoid spills.

Pre-Operation Checks

Before you start any snow removal operation, a pre-operation check can significantly prevent accidents. Here is a

quick checkilist:

¢ Inspect All Equipment: Look for damage or wear that could affect operation.
e Check Fluid Levels: Ensure fuel and oil are at adequate levels to prevent equipment failure.
e Test Safety Features: Make sure all safety measures, like guards and emergency shut-offs, are functional.

Safe Operation Practices

When it comes time to actually operate the equipment, keep the following practices in mind to enhance safety:
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Stay Alert: Be aware of surroundings, including where personnel are and any obstacles that could be present.

Follow Manufacturer Guidelines: Always operate equipment as directed in the owner's manual.
Avoid Loose Clothing: Stay clear of any moving parts by wearing snug clothing and avoiding scarves or ties.
Use Proper Body Mechanics: When shoveling, bend at the knees, not at the back, to reduce strain.

Handling Difficult Conditions

Sometimes snow removal can become a challenge due to heavy snowfall or icy conditions. Here are tips to
navigate these situations:

e Take Breaks: Fatigue can lead to mistakes. Regular breaks can help you stay fresh and alert.

e Work as a Team: If conditions worsen, coordinating snow removal with others can increase safety and
efficiency.

e Check Weather Reports: Knowing what to expect may help you prepare for conditions that can complicate

snow removal.

Emergency Preparedness
Accidents can happen, even with the best preparation. Being aware of how to respond can make all the difference:

e Have a First Aid Kit: Ensure a well-stocked first aid kit is readily available on-site.

¢ Know Emergency Contacts: Have a clear understanding of who to contact in case of an accident.

e Review Emergency Plans: Make sure everyone knows the emergency procedures in place, including
evacuation routes.

Training and Communication
Effective communication and training can enhance safety on the job:

e Provide Training: Regular training sessions can keep everyone up-to-date on safe practices and equipment
use.

e Establish Clear Signals: Develop hand signals or radio protocols for team members to communicate safely.

e Encourage Reporting: Create an environment where employees feel comfortable reporting unsafe conditions

or practices.

Final Thoughts

Your safety during snow removal operations is a top priority. By understanding your equipment, practicing safe
operation, preparing for the unexpected, and training effectively, we can all contribute to a safer workplace during
those snowy months. Let's work together to keep safety as our number one focus!
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