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Every day, workers in warehouses face the challenge of lifting and moving heavy items. It's not just about muscle;
proper techniques can make a big difference in safety and efficiency. Let's talk about how you can lift correctly and
avoid injuries.

Understanding the Risks

Before diving into lifting techniques, it's important to understand the risks of improper lifting. According to OSHA,
manual material handling is one of the leading causes of workplace injuries. Injuries can range from minor strains
to serious musculoskeletal disorders. The good news is that many of these injuries are preventable.

Common Risks Associated with Improper Lifting

e Muscle Strain: Lifting heavy items without using the right muscles can lead to strains and sprains.
e Back Injuries: The lower back is particularly vulnerable during lifting, which can cause long-term pain.
e Repetitive Stress Injuries: Continuous improper lifting can lead to injuries over time.

Preparation for Lifting

To start lifting safely, preparation is key. Take a moment to assess your environment and the item you'll be lifting.
Here’s how:

1. Assess the Load

Before you lift, evaluate the item. Is it too heavy? Can it be moved with a tool or a team? If it's too bulky or heavy,

consider:

¢ Using a dolly or cart
¢ Asking for help from a coworker
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2. Clear the Path

Make sure the area around you is clear. Remove any obstacles that might cause you to trip or fall while carrying
the item.

Proper Lifting Techniques
Now it's time to learn how to lift correctly. Follow these steps to minimize the risk of injury:

1. Stand Close to the Load

Approach the load and stand as close to it as possible. This reduces stress on your back and arms.

2. Position Your Feet

Your feet should be shoulder-width apart for stability. Point your toes slightly outward to maintain balance.

3. Bend Your Knees

Instead of bending at the waist, lower yourself by bending your knees. This way, you're using the strong muscles in
your legs to lift.

4. Keep Your Back Straight

It's essential to maintain a straight back. Avoid twisting your body during the lift. If you need to turn, do so with your

feet to maintain balance.

5. Grip the Load Securely

Make sure to grab the object firmly. If it has handles, use them. If not, ensure you have a good hold before lifting.

6. Lift with Your Legs

As you lift, push through your legs, not your back. This carries the weight where it's strongest.

7. Keep the Load Close

Carry the item close to your body. This helps keep your center of gravity balanced and reduces strain.

Emphasizing Team Lifting



When it comes to heavier items, don't hesitate to ask for assistance. Teamwork is beneficial not just for safety but
also for efficiency. Here are a few tips when lifting as a team:

¢ Communicate clearly about the plan before lifting.
e Count to three together to lift simultaneously.
e Ensure everyone uses proper techniques and lifts at the same pace.

Post-Lifting Practices
Once the load is lifted and moved, there are still steps to take for proper safety:

1. Set the Load Down Safely

When it's time to put the item down, reverse the lifting technique: bend your knees while keeping your back
straight. Avoid dropping or throwing the load at the last minute.

2. Take Breaks When Needed

Rest is important. Don't rush through tasks, especially if you're lifting repeatedly throughout the day. Listen to your
body and take breaks when necessary.

Staying Alert and Educated

Always stay observant. Look out for signs of fatigue in yourself and your coworkers. Walking around the warehouse
and checking on everyone is a good way to ensure safety all around.

In conclusion, lifting safely is about using the right techniques and being mindful of your body and your
environment. Following these tips can significantly reduce the likelihood of injuries and keep the workplace safe
and efficient. So, the next time you're getting ready to lift something heavy, remember these techniques!
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