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Winter brings beauty and the joy of the holiday season, but the reality is it also brings ice and snow that can turn
our workplaces into slip-and-fall zones. Nobody likes to take a tumble, and the risks are even higher when surfaces
become slippery. Staying safe shouldn’t be an afterthought; it should be front and center. Let's walk through how to
prevent slips and falls on ice and snow this winter.

Understanding the Hazards

First, it's important to recognize the conditions that create slip and fall hazards. Ice and snow might seem harmless,
but they can turn walkways and parking lots into potential danger zones. Here are some common hazards:

e Black Ice: Often invisible, this thin layer of ice can form on surfaces and is incredibly slippery.

e Slick Surfaces: Snow that gets packed down can become icy and slippery, especially on frequently traveled
areas.

e Uneven Ground: Snow can cover up cracks and holes, making it difficult to see hazards underfoot.

Precautionary Measures

Awareness is just the beginning; taking actionable steps can greatly reduce the chances of slips and falls. Here are
some strategies that can help:

Proper Footwear

It's vital to wear shoes or boots that provide good traction. Footwear can make a significant difference in stability
while walking on snow and ice. Consider:

e Winter Boots: Insulated, waterproof boots with good tread are preferable.
e Crampons: Adding slip-on spikes can enhance grip on icy surfaces.


https://safelyio.com/

Walking Techniques

The way we walk can also help prevent slips and falls:

e Flat Footed: Walk slowly and flat-footed to maximize stability.
e Short Steps: Keep your feet closer to the ground; it's easier to maintain balance.

Workplace Protocols

Employers have a responsibility to ensure safety in workplace environments. Here are some protocols that can be
put in place to combat winter hazards:

Snow and Ice Removal

Ensure that all walkways and parking lots are cleared of snow and treated for ice. This includes:

¢ Regular Maintenance: Schedule snow removal and use salt or sand to treat icy conditions.
e Mark Hazardous Areas: Use cones or signage to alert workers to particularly slippery zones.

Training and Awareness

Educating employees about the risks associated with ice and snow is crucial.

o Safety Meetings: Hold regular discussions regarding winter safety practices.
o Winter Weather Tips: Distribute guidelines on safe walking practices in snowy or icy conditions.

Personal Responsibility

While employers play a significant role, everyone must also take personal responsibility for their safety. Consider
these points:

e Stay Alert: Keep an eye out for icy patches and other hazards as you walk.
e Report Hazards: Notify management about untreated areas or dangerous conditions.
e Be Patient: Rushing can lead to slips—take your time, especially in slippery conditions.

Using Tools and Aids
Sometimes, an extra hand is needed to navigate tricky conditions. Think about:

¢ Ice Cleats: These can be a great asset in providing additional grip.
e Walking Poles: Using a pole can enhance balance and stability.

Final Thoughts

Slips and falls on ice and snow can lead to serious injuries, but much of the risk can be mitigated with awareness
and precaution. By understanding potential hazards, using appropriate footwear, leveraging workplace protocols,
and promoting personal responsibility, everyone can contribute to a safer environment. Let’s stay safe this winter



as we navigate the icy terrain together!
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