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Think about everything that runs smoothly at your workplace. From the production line to logistics, a powered
industrial truck (PIT) plays a key role. But what happens when these machines aren’t properly maintained? Safety
goes off track, productivity slows, and accidents can occur. Let's talk about why routine maintenance for these
trucks is crucial, not just for equipment longevity but for everyone’s safety.

Why Maintenance Matters
Maintenance isn't just a checklist item; it's about keeping everyone safe. Here are some points to consider:

e Prevention of Breakdowns: Regular checks can prevent unexpected breakdowns that could halt operations.

e Safety Compliance: It keeps your operation compliant with OSHA standards and helps protect against
penalties.

e Longer Equipment Life: Giving your trucks the care they need can extend their lifespan and save on
replacement costs.

Identifying Key Maintenance Areas
Let's break down the usual maintenance areas that should be on everyone's radar:

1. Daily Inspections

Every operator should conduct daily inspections before using a powered industrial truck. This quick check can
catch minor issues before they escalate.

e Fluid Levels: Make sure oil, hydraulic fluid, and coolant are at appropriate levels.
e Brakes: Test brakes to ensure they’re functioning properly.
e Tires: Check for wear and proper inflation.
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2. Weekly Maintenance

Consider a more thorough inspection each week. This should be a team effort involving operators and maintenance

personnel.

e Battery Maintenance: Check for corrosion and ensure terminals are clean.
e Load Handling Equipment: Inspect forks and attachments for wear and damage.

3. Monthly Maintenance

A deep dive is needed once a month, focusing on critical systems.

e Hydraulic Systems: Inspect hoses and cylinders for leaks or signs of wear.
e Electrical Systems: Ensure wires are not frayed and all connections are secure.

Training and Accountability
It's not enough to just perform maintenance; all staff members should be trained properly. Here's what you can do:

e Training Programs: Conduct regular training sessions for operators and maintenance staff.

e Reporting Procedures: Create a clear mapping on how and when to report maintenance issues.

e Accountability: Ensure everyone knows their roles in the maintenance process, fostering a culture of safety
and responsibility.

Common Scenarios
Let's explore a couple of general scenarios that illustrate the importance of maintenance:

Scenario 1: The Day the Forklift Stopped

A forklift operator notices the machine making unusual noises and vibrating while in use. Instead of reporting the
issue, the operator continues to use the truck. A couple of days later, the forklift breaks down during a critical
delivery, causing significant delays and loss of productivity. Regular inspections would have caught this issue
earlier.

Scenario 2: The Safety Checks You Can’t Ignore

During a routine monthly maintenance check, the team discovers that the tire tread is almost non-existent. If this
had gone unreported, it could have resulted in a serious accident, especially during load handling operations.
Ensuring tire integrity should never be skipped.

Final Thoughts on Best Practices

Take maintenance seriously. It's not just about keeping your equipment running; it's about safeguarding lives and
enhancing productivity. Here are a few best practices to keep in mind:



e Documentation: Keep a log of all maintenance activities; record who performed them and what was done.

e Schedule Regular Breaks: Plan your maintenance during operational downtimes to avoid any disruptions.

e Stay Informed: Ensure personnel are updated on the latest safety regulations and maintenance techniques.

By prioritizing maintenance, you’re not just protecting your equipment—you’re creating a safer and more efficient

workplace for everyone. Let’'s commit to keeping our powered industrial trucks in top-notch condition!
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