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PFAS, known as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, have become a hot topic in safety discussions. These

substances are found in many industrial and consumer products. However, managing their life cycle from

inspection through retirement is vital for workplace safety and environmental protection. Let’s break down the best

practices for inspecting, maintaining, and eventually retiring equipment that may be associated with PFAS.

Understanding PFAS

PFAS are often referred to as ‘forever chemicals’ because they do not break down easily in the environment. They

are used for various properties including:

Water and grease resistance: Common in food packaging and textiles.

Chemical stability: Useful in firefighting foam and certain industrial processes.

Unfortunately, they can accumulate in the human body and pose health risks, which makes proper management

crucial.

Inspection Procedures

Inspection is the first step in managing PFAS exposure. Regularly inspect any equipment or materials that might

contain or have been contaminated by PFAS:

Visual Inspection: Look for signs of wear or leaks in machinery where PFAS-containing materials are used.

Scheduled Testing: Implement routine testing of air, soil, and water around PFAS materials.

For example, in an industrial setting, if there are sprays used for coatings that might contain PFAS, checking the

sprayer’s lines and connections is essential.

Maintenance Practices

Once inspection reveals any concerns, adhering to maintenance practices is vital:
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Regular Cleaning: Ensure any equipment that uses PFAS is thoroughly cleaned to minimize residual

chemicals.

Update Procedures: Maintain and periodically update safety protocols regarding PFAS handling and

disposal.

Training: Provide ongoing training for staff responsible for handling or operating equipment related to PFAS.

Consider a scenario where spills occur during a process involving PFAS. Having trained personnel who know how

to manage a spill effectively can prevent health risks to workers.

Documenting PFAS Usage

Maintaining accurate records of PFAS usage is not just beneficial; it’s necessary for compliance:

Track Inventory: Keep a log of all products containing PFAS, including quantities and usage.

Incident Reports: Document any incidents involving PFAS exposure or contamination in detail.

Maintenance Records: Keep records of inspection and maintenance activities to understand the history of

PFAS management.

This documentation will help in audits or any needed investigations regarding PFAS exposure.

Retirement of PFAS Equipment

Eventually, equipment may need to be retired due to age or contamination. Proper retirement procedures include:

Safe Disposal: Research and follow local regulations regarding the disposal of PFAS-containing materials.

Replacement Plans: Develop a strategy for replacing older equipment with newer alternatives that do not

contain PFAS.

Environmental Assessment: Conduct a thorough assessment of the area around retired equipment to

ensure it is free from contamination.

For instance, if a company uses firefighting foam containing PFAS, they may decide to switch to an eco-friendly

alternative. The old foam must be disposed of according to regulations to prevent environmental harm.

Communication is Key

Effective communication within the team is crucial for managing PFAS:

Regular Meetings: Organize meetings to discuss PFAS management and share updates.

Encouraging Reporting: Establish an open-door policy for anyone to report possible PFAS exposure or

equipment issues.

Industry Updates: Stay informed about regulations and best practices related to PFAS.

By fostering an atmosphere of communication, employees will feel more comfortable discussing PFAS issues,

leading to safer working conditions.

Conclusion

Managing PFAS involves a commitment to careful inspection, maintenance, and responsible retirement of

equipment. By staying informed and following guidelines, everyone plays a part in maintaining safety and protecting

the environment.
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