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Every day on the job site, there's a constant battle between safe practices and the potential for accidents. One of
the most dangerous situations workers can face is working near leading edges on elevated surfaces. This isn't just
a concern but a major safety issue that can affect anyone on a job site. Today, we're focusing on leading edge
work fall hazards, and understanding them could save a life.

What are Leading Edge Work Fall Hazards?

Leading edge work refers to tasks performed near an unprotected edge, such as roofs, scaffolding, and other
elevated structures where a fall could occur. These edges are considered 'leading’ because they directly lead to a
fall hazard if proper precautions aren't taken. The risk is heightened when workers are cutting, installing, or
performing any work that requires them to lean over the edge or extend beyond a secure area.

Key Statistics

Here are some statistics to keep in mind:

o Fatalities: Falls from heights are among the leading causes of death in construction. According to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, they accounted for roughly 33% of construction-related fatalities.

¢ Injuries: Many falls result in serious injuries - fractures, concussions, and other trauma can occur, affecting
workers both physically and financially.

Common Scenarios

Let's consider a couple of general scenarios. First, imagine a worker installing shingles on a roof without guardrails.
If they lose their footing or lean too far over the edge, a fall could happen in seconds. Another example might
involve someone working on a scaffold without proper fall protection gear, exposing them to a dangerous drop.

Recognizing & Preventing Hazards
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To effectively manage leading edge hazards, it's essential to recognize them and implement preventive measures:

e Assess the Work Area: Always inspect the work area for unprotected edges before starting a task. Are there
guardrails in place? Are there safety nets? Is there a proper fall protection plan?

e Use Fall Protection Systems: Depending on the job, workers should be equipped with personal fall arrest
systems (PFAS), safety harnesses, and other protective gear. Ensure that they're used correctly and are in
good condition.

e Training: Regular training sessions keep everyone informed on the latest safety protocols. Make sure all team
members know how to work safely near edges.

e Establish Barriers: Where possible, install guardrails or barricades to prevent accidental falls. These physical
barriers serve as a direct line of defense against falls.

Importance of Communication

Communication is another critical aspect of fall prevention. Workers should feel comfortable discussing safety
concerns with supervisors and other team members. Having an open dialogue about potential hazards can lead to
better safety practices and improve the overall culture regarding workplace safety.

Encouraging Safety Practices

Here are some simple ways to encourage safer work practices:

e Daily Safety Briefings: Start each day with a quick safety meeting. Discuss any specific leading edge work
activities planned for that day.

e Buddy System: Pairing workers together can enhance accountability. When one worker sees the other
leaning over the edge, they can remind them to take necessary precautions.

e Check-in Points: Create checkpoints on the job site where safety can be assessed periodically throughout
the day.

Implementing a Fall Protection Plan
Every job site should have a comprehensive fall protection plan tailored to its specific needs. This includes:

¢ Identifying Fall Hazards: List all areas where leading edges are present and identify tasks that may involve
risks.

e Determining the Right Equipment: Choose appropriate fall protection gear based on the tasks identified.

e Regular Inspections: Ensure equipment is inspected and maintained regularly to prevent malfunctions.

Conclusion

Working near leading edges can be risky, but with the right awareness and preventive measures, those risks can
be managed. Always remain vigilant, follow safety protocols, and remember: it's okay to speak up if something
doesn't feel right. By working together, we can create a safer environment for everyone on the job site.
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