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Every day on the job, we rely on tools and equipment to keep us safe while we work. A harness is one of those
tools that are literally a lifeline when we're working at heights. However, just like any piece of gear, it needs to be in
top condition to be effective. Taking a moment to inspect your harness before each use is not just a good practice;
it's a necessity that could save your life.

Why Inspection Matters

Imagine heading up a ladder without checking the rungs first. It's a recipe for disaster, right? The same goes for
harnesses. Daily inspections ensure that:

e Safety Standards: Your harness functions properly and meets safety regulations.
e Wear and Tear: Any signs of damage are caught before they lead to a serious incident.
e Confidence: You feel comfortable knowing your equipment is fully functional.

What to Look For

Before strapping on that harness, take a few moments to check the following components:

1. Webbing

Inspect the webbing for:

e Fraying: Look for any cuts or frayed edges that could compromise strength.
e Discoloration: Faded colors might indicate sun damage or wear.
e Texture: Feel the material; it should be smooth without any stiff areas.

2. Buckles and Connectors

Check the buckles and connectors for:
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e Functionality: Ensure they operate smoothly without any sticking or excessive force.
e Cracks or Deformation: Look for any visible damage that suggests weakness.
e Rust: Metal parts should be free of rust or corrosion, which can compromise integrity.

3. D-Rings

Examine D-rings carefully for:

¢ Damage: Any bends or breaks can lead to failure.
e Attachment Points: Ensure that D-rings are securely sewn in and show no signs of detachment.

Sample Inspection Process
Here’s a simple checklist you can follow each time:

¢ Inspect webbing for wear and tear.
e Check buckles for function and cracks.

Examine D-rings for secure attachment.

Look for any missing parts or components.

Store harness properly when not in use to avoid damage.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Even seasoned workers might skip steps in inspection. Here are some common mistakes to watch out for:

e Rushing the Process: Take the time needed; don't just do a quick glance.
¢ Neglecting Checklists: Having a checklist can keep inspections systematic and thorough.
e Ignoring Signs of Damage: If you spot any wear, don’t use the harness until it's evaluated.

Real-Life Scenario

Let's consider a scenario to drive the point home. A worker, let's call him Joe, grabbed his harness in a hurry one
morning. He did a quick visual check but missed fraying on the webbing. While working at height, the harness
failed, resulting in a dangerous fall. A simple pre-use inspection could have averted this accident.

The Importance of Proper Use
Alongside inspections, proper use is vital for safety. Harnesses are designed with specific guidelines:

e Correct Adjustment: Ensure all straps are adjusted to fit snugly but comfortably.
e Usage of all Components: Don't skip any part of the harness; every piece is there for a reason.

Document Your Inspections

Keeping a record of your inspections can be a simple yet effective way of ensuring all checks are completed.
Documentation can also provide valuable data for safety audits.

This document should include:



¢ Date of inspection
¢ Findings (damage and repairs needed)
¢ Who performed the inspection

Conclusion

Taking a few minutes to inspect your harness can mean the difference between a safe day at work and a serious
accident. Make it a habit, make it a priority, and encourage colleagues to do the same.
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