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Refueling forklifts can seem like a straightforward task, but it comes with its own set of risks and safety guidelines
that we must always prioritize. With propane and gas being highly volatile, understanding the right steps to follow
can make all the difference in ensuring everyone goes home safe at the end of the day.

Understanding the Basics

Before diving into specifics, it's important to recognize what makes refueling forklifts with propane and gasoline
unique:

e Propane: Stored under pressure, propane can be dangerous if handled improperly. The risk of leaks and fires
is significant.
e Gasoline: Highly flammable, gasoline requires careful handling to prevent spills and fire hazards.

Safety Guidelines Before Refueling

Safety doesn't take a break, especially when it comes to refueling. Here are essential guidelines to follow:

e Check Equipment: Always ensure that the refueling equipment is in good working condition. Look for any
signs of wear or damage.

e Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Wear appropriate PPE, such as gloves and goggles, to protect
against spills or splashes.

e Designated Area: Refuel in a well-ventilated area away from other equipment and materials that could ignite.

e Emergency Procedures: Familiarize yourself with emergency protocols, including how to respond to leaks or
spills.

Refueling Process for Propane Forklifts
When refueling propane forklifts, it’s critical to follow a specific process to ensure safety:

e Shut Down the Forklift: Always ensure the forklift is turned off prior to refueling.
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Connect the Cylinder: Use the right tools and techniques. Make sure the connection is tight but do not over-
tighten.

Check for Leaks: Once connected, use soapy water around the connection point to check for leaks. Bubbles
indicate escaping gas.

Fill Carefully: Fill the tank slowly to prevent overflow and spills.

Remove the Nozzle: After filling, carefully remove the nozzle and close the valve.

Refueling Process for Gasoline Forklifts
Gasoline refueling follows similar principles but comes with its own considerations:

e Turn Off Equipment: Make sure all machinery is turned off before approaching fuels.

¢ Grounding: Always ground the fueling container to prevent static electricity ignitions.

e Fuel Slowly: Pour fuel slowly to avoid spills. If you do spill, clean it immediately with absorbent materials.
e Cap the Fuel Tank: Once filled, make sure the cap is secured to prevent leaks and spillage.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Even seasoned operators can make mistakes. Here are some common errors to be aware of:

¢ Ignoring Safety Protocols: Skipping steps because “it's just a quick refuel” can lead to accidents.

e Using Damaged Equipment: Never attempt to refuel using equipment that appears damaged or worn out.

o Refueling Near Ignition Sources: Always keep flammable materials at a safe distance from the refueling
area.

Responding to Emergencies
Unfortunately, accidents can happen. Here’s how we can react:

e Leak: If you detect a leak, evacuate the area and activate emergency services if necessary. Do not attempt to
contain it yourself.

e Fire: If a fire occurs, activate the fire alarm and use a fire extinguisher only if it's safe to do so.

¢ Spill: Contain spills with absorbent pads and notify a supervisor immediately.

Wrap-Up and Reflections

While refueling forklifts might seem routine, it is anything but. By following these guidelines and being aware of
potential hazards, we're not just protecting ourselves — we’re fostering a culture of safety at our workplace.
Remember, safety is everyone’s responsibility, and it starts with you. Together, let's make sure we refuel the right
way, every time. Stay aware and stay safe!
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