Safelyio

Digitize, Automate Safety Toolbox Talks, & Save Time.

Topic: Forklift Load Handling and Stability

Date:

Time:

Location:

Team / Department:

Talk Conducted By:

Forklifts make life easier in warehouses, factories, and construction sites. They're the heavy-lifters we rely on to
move goods swiftly and efficiently. However, improper load handling can turn these helpful machines into safety
hazards. So, let's dig into how to operate our forklifts safely and keep our work environment secure.

The Basics of Forklift Operation

Forklifts, also known as powered industrial trucks, are not just big machines with levers and wheels. Their operation
requires skill, attention, and training. Here are some basic points that everyone should remember:

e Training: Only trained and certified operators should handle forklifts. This is not just for the sake of efficiency;
it's for safety!

e Pre-Operation Checks: Check the forklift before starting. Look for leaks, ensure the brakes work, and check
the load capacity to avoid overloading.

Understanding Load Handling
Correct load handling is vital for stability and safety. Here are some key practices to keep in mind:

e Load Center: Every load has a center of gravity. Ensure the load is balanced to avoid tipping.

¢ Weight Distribution: When stacking or grabbing loads, ensure even distribution to maintain balance. If one
side is heavier, it can lead to instability.

e Fork Position: Keep the forks level and as low as possible when transporting loads. This decreases the
center of gravity, enhancing stability.

Load Stability and Balance

The stability of a forklift depends largely on the load's position. For instance, if a load is too high, it can affect
visibility and lead to a higher risk of tipping. Here are some points to ensure better stability:
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e Load Height: Keep the load close to the ground. High loads can obstruct the operator's view and affect the
forklift's balance.

e Fork Tilt: Use slight forward and backward tilts as needed. Forward tilt can help pick up, while backward tilt
can secure the load.

Common Scenarios to Consider
Let’s discuss a few common scenarios. Understanding them helps improve workplace safety:

e Narrow Aisles: In tight spaces, maneuvering can be tricky. Always approach corners slowly and with caution.
When in doubt, get out and check the path.

e Uneven Surfaces: If the loading area isn't flat, it increases the risk of tipping. Make sure to only operate on
stable ground.

e Working Around Others: Be aware of pedestrians and other operators. Use a horn when approaching busy
areas and ensure that everyone is aware of the forklift's presence.

Safety Protocols and Best Practices
Compliance with safety protocols is non-negotiable. Here are a few key practices:

e Wear Seatbelts: This may seem simple, but wearing a seatbelt can save lives during sudden stops or
accidents.

o Stay Focused: Distracted driving is a danger, even on a forklift. Avoid using mobile devices or engaging in
conversations while operating.

e Communicate: Use hand signals or radios to communicate with nearby workers. Clear communication helps
reduce accidents.

Post-Operation Practices
After using a forklift, safe handling should continue:

e Park Safely: Always park in designated areas and lower forks to the ground.
e Report Issues: If any problems arise during operation, report them immediately for maintenance. Ignoring
issues can lead to accidents in the future.

Conclusion

Operating a forklift safely goes beyond understanding how to ride. It involves being cautious and proactive at every
step. Emphasizing on load handling, stability, and safe practices makes the workplace smart and efficient. So, let's
keep ourselves and our colleagues safe by being alert and responsible when handling our trusted forklifts.
Remember, a well-handled forklift keeps the load and everyone around it stable!
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