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Understanding the importance of fire extinguishers in our warehouse areas is not just a safety concern; it's a vital
aspect of ensuring everyone's protection. Having a plan in place and knowing exactly where these tools are located
can make all the difference in an emergency situation. In this toolbox talk, we'll break down everything you need to
know about fire extinguisher locations and their proper use.

Why Fire Extinguishers Matter

Fires can happen unexpectedly, often with little warning. Being prepared by knowing where fire extinguishers are
located and how to use them is a fundamental part of workplace safety. Fire extinguishers can prevent small fires
from becoming larger and potentially devastating incidents. When every employee understands their role in fire
safety, we create a culture of safety in the workplace. Here’s what to keep in mind:

e Fire Awareness: Recognizing that fire can arise from various sources such as machinery, electrical
equipment, or even flammable materials.

e Quick Response: Time is critical during a fire. Having extinguishers easily accessible allows for faster
reaction, which could save property and lives.

Types of Fire Extinguishers

It's important to understand that not all fire extinguishers are the same. Each type is classified based on the kind of
fire it's designed to put out. Here are the basic types:

e Class A: For ordinary combustibles like wood, paper, and cloth.
e Class B: For flammable liquids such as gasoline, oil, and paints.
Class C: For electrical fires involving wiring and equipment.

Class D: For combustible metals, typically found in specialized environments.

Class K: Specifically for kitchen fires involving cooking oils and fats.

Identifying Locations
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Fire extinguishers should be placed in strategic locations throughout the warehouse. Here are a few best practices
for their placement:

Visible Areas: Extinguishers should be easily noticeable and not hidden behind storage or equipment.

Near Hazards: Position extinguishers near areas with a higher risk of fire, such as chemical storage, and
machinery.

Accessible Heights: They should be mounted at an appropriate height for easy access; typically, the top
should be no more than 5 feet above the ground.

Clear Pathways: Always ensure there’s a clear pathway to get to the extinguisher without obstacles.

Using a Fire Extinguisher

In the event of a small fire, knowing how to use an extinguisher can be lifesaving. The process is straightforward
and follows the acronym PASS:

P: Pull the pin. This will break the tamper seal.

A: Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of the fire, not the flames.

S: Squeeze the handle. This releases the extinguishing agent.

S: Sweep side to side. Sweep the nozzle from side to side until the fire is extinguished.
Here's a scenario to illustrate:

Imagine there’s a small fire breaking out in the storage area. If someone spots the fire quickly and uses the PASS
method correctly, they may be able to put it out before it spreads, preventing a larger incident.

Regular Maintenance and Training

It's not just enough to have fire extinguishers in place. Regular inspection and maintenance are crucial. Here are
some tips:

e Regular Checks: Conduct monthly inspections to ensure extinguishers are intact and have not been
tampered with.

e Servicing: Have fire extinguishers serviced annually by a professional technician to ensure they are functional
and up to code.

e Employee Training: All employees should be familiar with where extinguishers are located and how to use
them effectively.

Conclusion

By knowing the location of fire extinguishers and how to use them, we create a safer working environment for
ourselves and our colleagues. A little awareness and preparation can go a long way in preventing disaster.
Remember, if a fire gets too big, evacuate immediately and call emergency services. Safety first!
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