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Let's take a moment to imagine a typical workday on a construction site. Aerial lifts are in use, helping the team
tackle challenging heights with ease. But what happens when something goes wrong? An emergency lowering
procedure is crucial to ensure safety for everyone involved. Today, we’'ll go over the necessary steps and safety
measures related to emergency lowering from aerial lifts. Understanding these procedures can make all the
difference in a critical situation.

Understanding Aerial Lifts

Aerial lifts are essential tools that provide access to elevated areas for construction, maintenance, and tree
trimming, among other tasks. They come in various forms, such as boom lifts, scissor lifts, and vertical lifts. Each
type has its specific operational guidelines. However, they all share a common aspect—they need to be operated
safely. Familiarity with emergency procedures is a key part of that.

Common Scenarios for Emergency Situations

There are a number of situations that might necessitate an emergency lowering. Some examples include:

e **Power Failure:** The aerial lift loses electric power and the operator cannot lower the platform.

¢ **Mechanical Problem:** A malfunction such as hydraulic failure prevents normal lowering.

¢ **Medical Emergency:** An employee working on the lift becomes incapacitated and needs immediate
assistance.

Steps for Emergency Lowering

In an emergency, it's crucial to follow the correct procedures to ensure safety. Here are the steps generally

involved in emergency lowering from aerial lifts:

e **Assess the Situation:** Before doing anything, it's essential to quickly and calmly evaluate what's happening.
Understand whether the emergency is due to a power failure, equipment malfunction, or health issue.
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¢ **Notify Team Members:** Immediately alert coworkers on the site about the emergency. Clear the area
around the lift if it's safe to do so.

¢ **Use the Emergency Lowering System:** Most aerial lifts are equipped with emergency lowering systems.
Locate the emergency controls, which are often painted bright colors for quick identification. These controls
can typically be found in the platform and sometimes at the ground level.

¢ **Follow Manufacturer's Guidelines:** Each aerial lift model may have specific procedures for emergency
lowering. Always refer to the operator’'s manual specific to your equipment.

e **Engage the Emergency Function:** Activate the emergency lowering mechanism, which may involve turning
a lever or pressing a button. Be prepared for the lift to descend rapidly but maintain control as much as
possible.

e **Help the Operator if Necessary:** If the operator is incapacitated, team members should assist once the lift
is lowered to a safe position. Ensure that you do not put yourself in danger while helping.

e **Report the Incident:** After ensuring everyone is safe, report the incident to your supervisor and document it.
Understanding the cause can help prevent future occurrences.

Preventative Measures

While it's vital to know how to react in emergencies, proactive measures can help prevent such scenarios. Here's a
quick rundown:

e **Regular Equipment Inspections:** Scheduled maintenance and inspections of aerial lifts are essential.
Ensure everything is functioning correctly before starting any job.

e **Training and Certification:** Make sure that all operators are adequately trained and certified on the specific
type of aerial lift they are using. Regularly refresh this training.

¢ **Pre-Operational Checks:** Conduct checks before using the aerial lift. Confirm that safety devices, including
the emergency lowering mechanism, are operational.

e *Communication Protocols:** Establish communication channels for reporting issues quickly. Team members
should know how to reach one another in case of emergencies.

Conclusion: Staying Prepared

Understanding how to execute an emergency lowering from aerial lifts is a key part of maintaining workplace
safety. Regular training and awareness of procedures can prepare your team for any unexpected situations.
Remember, while we can take all necessary precautions, emergencies can still happen. Preparedness is crucial!
Stay informed, cooperate, and make safety the priority on the job site. By doing so, everyone contributes to a safer
work environment.
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