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Conveyor belts are the lifeblood of many operations; they're designed to keep things moving. But what happens
when something gets hung up, causing a jam? It's easy to think that clearing it is a quick fix, but the truth is that
improper handling can lead to injuries or equipment damage. That's why it's important to have a clear plan in place.
Today, let’s go through the best practices for safely clearing conveyor jams.

Understanding Conveyor Jam Risks

Conveyor systems are engineered for efficiency, but they can also pose risks if not managed correctly. Some
common causes of jams include:

e Material Overload: Too much weight on the belt can lead to blockage.
e Foreign Objects: Items that don’t belong on the conveyor can cause issues.
e Mechanical Failures: Wear and tear can lead to parts breaking down.

Before You Approach the Jam
Thinking about how to tackle the situation is crucial. Here are some steps to follow before getting near the jam:

e Shut Down the System: Always turn off the conveyor before attempting to clear a jam. This is a non-
negotiable rule that keeps everyone safe.

¢ Notify Your Team: Let those around you know what's going on. Communication is key to ensure that
everyone is aware of the potential hazards.

¢ Isolate the Area: Establish a safe zone around the conveyor to prevent others from approaching while
clearing the jam.

Proper Gear for Safety
Before diving into clearing a jam, ensure you are equipped with the right safety gear:

e Hard Hat: Protects your head from falling objects.
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e Safety Glasses: Prevents any debris from causing eye injuries.
e Gloves: Keep your hands safe while handling materials.

Methods for Clearing the Jam
Once the conveyor is shut down and the area is secure, it's time to clear the jam. Here are methods to consider:

¢ Manual Removal: Use your hands only if the jammed material is easily accessible and you're wearing
protective gloves. Always make sure to do this safely, without digging into the mechanisms of the conveyor

itself.
e Use Tools as Needed: Sometimes, a tool like a pry bar might be necessary to dislodge stubborn material.

Always use tools that are appropriate for the job to avoid injury.

What to Avoid
In the heat of the moment, it might be tempting to take shortcuts, but some actions should be strictly avoided:

¢ Do Not Reach Into Moving Parts: This can lead to serious injuries. If it's not safe to access, don't do it.
¢ Do Not Operate the Conveyor While Performing Repairs: This can cause injuries to both the individual and

others nearby.
e Don’t Ignore Warning Signs: If the conveyor is making strange noises or showing signs of malfunction,
address it immediately instead of waiting for jams to occur.

Post-Clearing Procedures

After successfully clearing the jam, it's not time to relax just yet. There are steps to ensure the conveyor is safe to

operate again.

¢ Inspect the Conveyor: Look for any damage or wear that may have occurred during the jam. Report any

issues to a supervisor.

e Ensure Material is Evenly Distributed: Make sure the material on the conveyor is in the right position to
avoid future jams.

e Communicate with the Team: Let your colleagues know that the conveyor is up and running again. Clear

communication helps maintain a safe work environment.

Training and Awareness

Regular training is essential for all team members involved with conveyor operations. Understanding the proper
procedures can reduce the risk of future jams and injuries. Consider the following:

e Regular Safety Meetings: Discuss incidents and procedures regularly to keep knowledge fresh.
e Hands-On Training: Conduct drills on how to safely clear jams, ensuring everyone knows the process

thoroughly.

Keeping these points in mind will make the process safer and smoother for everyone involved. Clear
communication and proper procedures can make all the difference when it comes to conveyor systems.
Remember, safety is always the priority!
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