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Falls remain one of the leading causes of injury in the workplace. The surprising fact? Most fall-related accidents
occur from heights of just six feet or higher. The six-foot fall protection trigger height rule is designed to keep you
safe when working in construction, renovation, or similar environments. Today, let's break down what this rule
means for you and how to ensure that everyone returns home safely every day.

Understanding the Trigger Height Rule

The six-foot rule is straightforward. If you are working at a height of six feet or more and you have the potential to
fall, you need to use fall protection. This could be guardrails, personal fall arrest systems, or safety nets. It doesn’t
matter how experienced you are; if you're working elevated at six feet or above, it's time to put safety first.

Why Six Feet?

Why did OSHA settle on this height? While some might argue that it seems low, numerous studies have found that
falls from lower heights can still cause serious injuries. In fact, a fall from just a few feet can result in broken bones,
concussions, and more. It's about reducing risk at every possible height. To illustrate:

e A carpenter working on a ladder: Even though he feels steady at six feet, a slip could lead to serious
injuries.

e Maintenance worker on the roof: A quick job at six feet may seem harmless, but a fall can lead to
hospitalization.

Types of Fall Protection

Using fall protection doesn't have to be complicated. Here are a few essential types you might find useful:

1. Guardrails
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These are barriers that prevent workers from accidentally stepping off edges. They're typically used on elevated
platforms.

2. Personal Fall Arrest Systems (PFAS)

These include harnesses, lanyards, and anchors. They catch you if you fall, preventing you from hitting the ground.
It's vital to ensure these systems are properly fitted and regularly inspected.

3. Safety Nets

Safety nets catch you if you fall from above. They're particularly useful in situations where guardrails cannot be
installed.

Recognizing When to Use Fall Protection
It's vital to recognize situations where fall protection should be utilized:

e Working on ladders and scaffolds: As soon as you're six feet off the ground, it's time to secure yourself.
e Roofing tasks: If you're on a sloped or flat roof, no matter the height, protect yourself.
e Anything near an edge: If there's a gap, that's a reason to implement fall protection.

Daily Safety Checks
Before you start your day, consider a few quick safety checks:

e Inspect your equipment: Are your harnesses secure? Are all components in working order?
e Check your work area: Look for potential trip hazards or unstable surfaces.
e Discuss with your team: Ensure everyone knows the plan if someone were to fall.

Training and Communication
Knowing the rules is only part of the solution. Regular training is essential:

e Fall Protection Training: Ensure every worker understands the correct use of fall protection systems.

e Emergency Response Plans: What happens if someone falls? Knowing the procedure can save lives.

e Open Communication: Encourage your teammates to speak up if they notice someone violating the six-foot
rule.

Real-World Scenarios
Sometimes, real examples hit home:

e A crew works at a job site: One worker decided not to wear a harness while working at seven feet. A sudden
gust of wind caused a slip, leading to a severe injury.

e Another situation: A team on a roof didn't realize they could have installed temporary guardrails. A misplaced
foot resulted in a dangerous fall.



The Bottom Line

The takeaway from all this? The six-foot fall protection trigger height rule is about proactive safety. It's better to take
precautions before an accident happens than to find yourself in a situation where someone is hurt. Always wear fall
protection when working at or above six feet, and make it a priority to discuss safety with your team. The goal is
simple: Everyone gets home safely. And remember, safety starts with you!
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