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As winter rolls in, the beauty of the season often comes with challenges, especially for those of us working with

overhead power lines. Snow and ice can create hazardous conditions, making safety a top priority. Today, let’s

discuss how we can effectively manage these winter weather challenges while keeping ourselves safe on the job.

Understanding the Risks

Snow and ice accumulation on overhead lines can lead to serious safety hazards, including:

Line Damage: The weight of snow and ice can cause power lines to sag or break, leading to outages and

potential hazards.

Electrocution Hazards: Downed lines present an electrocution risk. It's key to stay aware of your

surroundings.

Reduced Visibility: Snow can limit visibility and make it challenging to see hazards around you.

Slip and Fall Risks: Icy conditions on the ground can lead to slips and falls, especially near equipment and

poles.

Preparation is Key

Preparation can make a significant difference when facing snow and ice. Here are a few strategies to consider:

Weather Monitoring: Keep an eye on weather forecasts. Knowing when snow or ice is expected gives you

time to prepare and adjust schedules.

Pre-Job Safety Meetings: Hold brief meetings before starting work to discuss expected weather conditions

and safety measures that need to be taken.

Proper Equipment: Ensure you have appropriate tools and protective gear for icy conditions, such as

insulated gloves, traction aids for footwear, and suitable climbing gear.

Safe Work Practices

When working in areas with overhead lines affected by snow and ice, adhering to some safety practices is crucial:
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Stay Vigilant: Always be on the lookout for changes in line conditions. If ice builds up on structures, it can

shift suddenly and cause lines to fall.

Inspect Equipment: Regularly check tools and vehicles for proper operation. Snow and ice can damage

equipment if not properly maintained.

Maintain Communication: Keep in touch with team members. Use radios or other communication tools to

ensure everyone is updated about safety concerns.

Examples of Risks in Action

Let's look at a few scenarios that illustrate the risks associated with snow and ice on power lines:

Sagging Lines: Imagine a scenario where snow accumulates heavily on a power line, causing it to sag. If a

crew member is working close to the line, it could break due to the weight, creating a significant hazard.

Fallen Trees: Ice can weigh down branches and trees, causing them to fall onto power lines. A tree falls

unexpectedly, resulting in a shock hazard for workers below.

Unstable Ground: Due to melting snow, the ground can become muddy and unstable. If workers are not

cautious, they may slip and injure themselves while working on a pole.

Emergency Preparedness

In the event of an incident, having a plan in place is vital. Here’s how to prepare:

Emergency Contacts: Maintain a current list of all emergency contacts. Ensure everyone knows who to

reach out to in case of an accident.

First Aid Kits: Ensure first aid kits are stocked and easily accessible. Familiarize yourself with the location of

these kits.

Evacuation Routes: Identify clear evacuation routes in case of an emergency. Make sure all workers know

them.

Final Thoughts

Winter brings its own set of challenges, especially with snow and ice on overhead lines. By staying prepared,

maintaining a keen awareness of your surroundings, and following established safety practices, workers can

effectively navigate these conditions. Remember, safety is everyone's responsibility, and it starts with being

informed and prepared. Let’s keep each other safe out there this winter!
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