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As winter rolls in, it’s vital to remember the importance of Lockout/Tagout (LOTO) procedures during maintenance

tasks. When dealing with machinery in cold conditions, workers may be more likely to rush or overlook safety

protocols. Understanding LOTO can prevent accidents and injuries that may occur during this time.

What is Lockout/Tagout?

Lockout/Tagout refers to specific practices and procedures that ensure machinery is properly shut off and unable to

be started up again until maintenance work is complete. This is crucial for protecting workers from unexpected

machine energization or startup.

Key Components of LOTO:

Lockout Devices: Physical devices used to secure the energy-isolating device in a safe position.

Tagout Devices: Warning tags that are attached to energy-isolating devices to indicate that maintenance is

being performed.

Energy Sources: Identify all energy sources powering the equipment, this includes electrical, hydraulic,

pneumatic, and mechanical energy.

Authorized Personnel: Only trained and authorized personnel should perform the lockout/tagout procedures.

Why is LOTO Important in Winter?

Winter weather can introduce additional hazards that make proper LOTO especially crucial:

Slippery Conditions: Snow and ice can create hazardous work areas where slips are more likely. Ensuring

machines are safely shut down can prevent workers from being caught off guard.

Cold Weather Risks: Low temperatures can affect the functionality of machinery and tools, which might not

perform as expected. Proper shutdown procedures help mitigate risks.
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Increased Work Hours: Workers may be doing overtime or longer shifts during winter. Fatigue can lead to

oversight in safety practices.

Steps for Effective LOTO Procedures:

To implement LOTO correctly, follow these steps:

Prepare: Review the machinery and the energy sources involved. Ensure the team understands the

machinery before initiating any maintenance.

Notify: Inform affected employees that maintenance will take place, and that equipment will be locked out.

Shutdown: Power down the equipment using the normal shutdown procedures. This is not a rush job. Take

your time to ensure it’s done properly.

Lockout: Apply lockout devices to the energy-isolating devices. Each authorized employee should have their

lock.

Tagout: Attach warning tags to the lockout devices to alert others that maintenance is being performed.

Ensure tags are clear and legible.

Verify: Before starting maintenance, verify that the equipment is indeed locked out by attempting to turn it on.

Perform Maintenance: Now, you can safely carry out the necessary maintenance tasks.

Remove Lockout/Tagout: Once work is completed, ensure all tools and personnel are clear before removing

the locks and tags.

Example Scenario:

Imagine a snowplow maintenance team working on a vehicle in the depot for the winter season. Before anyone

starts working:

The team gathers to discuss the maintenance procedure and readily identify the vehicle’s energy sources (fuel

and electrical).

They ensure the vehicle is turned off and then lock the power source to prevent accidental start-up.

Each team member places their individual lock on the power source, ensuring no one can operate the vehicle

until maintenance is complete.

A clear tag stating, 'Do Not Operate, Maintenance in Progress' is attached for visibility.

Final Thoughts:

Lockout/Tagout procedures are critical to maintaining safety, particularly during winter maintenance tasks. Always

prioritize safety, review procedures regularly, and ensure everyone is on the same page. By adhering to LOTO

guidelines, workers can significantly reduce the risk of accidents and injuries on the job.
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