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Elevators are an integral part of our daily lives, transporting us between floors with ease and efficiency. But there's
a flipside to their convenience, especially when it comes to electrical work on energized systems. This is not just
about fixing a simple issue; it's about working in a multi-hazard environment where safety must be a top priority.
Let's take a closer look at the key safety considerations and take proactive steps to ensure everyone goes home

safe.

Understanding the Hazards
Before diving into the electrical work, let’'s break down the possible hazards that could arise:

e Electrical Shock: Working on energized equipment increases the risk of shock. An unexpected surge can
lead to serious injuries or even fatalities.

e Arc Flash: This is a sudden release of energy caused by an electrical fault. The resulting explosion can cause
severe burns or hearing loss.

e Mechanical Hazards: Elevators have moving parts. It’s critical to remain aware of pinch points or drop
hazards when working around them.

e Slips, Trips, and Falls: Working in tight spaces and around equipment can lead to slips or trips if not careful

with tools and equipment.

Preparation is Key
Proper preparation before starting any electrical work is crucial. Here are some steps to guide the process:

e Conduct a Risk Assessment: Before any work begins, assess the area for potential risks. Identify hazards
specific to the elevator and plan accordingly.

e Gather Necessary PPE: Make sure you're equipped with personal protective equipment such as insulated
gloves, safety goggles, and hard hats.

e Communicate with the Team: Ensure everyone involved knows their roles, the hazards present, and

emergency procedures.
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Electrical Lockout/Tagout Procedures

One of the most effective ways to ensure safety is through proper lockout/tagout (LOTO) practices:

¢ Identify All Energy Sources: Ensure all sources powering the elevator are identified.

e Implement Lockout Procedures: Secure all energy sources with locks to prevent accidental re-energization.

e Use Tags for Visibility: Attach tags on locked-out devices to inform others that maintenance is being
performed.

Working on Energized Equipment
If the electrical work requires working on energized equipment, it's essential to take additional precautions:

e Utilize Insulated Tools: Use tools that are rated for electrical work to reduce the risk of shock.

e Follow Safe Work Practices: Maintain a safe distance from any live wires and use appropriate barriers if
necessary.

e Employ a Buddy System: Always have another person around who can assist or call for help in case of an
emergency.

Real-Life Scenarios

Let's consider some general scenarios to illustrate these points:

¢ Imagine performing maintenance on an elevator control panel. Suddenly, an unexpected power surge occurs.
Without proper lockout/tagout, anyone nearby could face critical harm.

¢ During routine inspections, a worker brushes against an energized wire, leading to a minor shock. With PPE in
place and insulated tools being used, the risk of serious injury is lessened.

Emergency Response Preparedness

No matter how well you prepare, accidents can still happen. It's essential to have an emergency response plan
ready:

e Know Emergency Contacts: Ensure all workers have access to emergency numbers, including first aid
responders.

e Practice Emergency Drills: Regular drills can help solidify the procedures for responding to various
emergencies.

e Maintain First Aid Kits: Keep fully stocked first aid kits at accessible locations near work areas.

Wrap-Up

Electrical work on energized elevators presents unique challenges, but following safety protocols can make a
significant difference. Stay alert, prepared, and committed to safety every time. A little extra attention now can
prevent serious risk and ensure a smooth workflow. Let's strive to make every workday a safe one, ensuring that all
employees return home to their families without incident.
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